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Lima Commitment follow-up and implementation: “Democratic Governance against Corruption.” Record of progress by states and JSWG entities 

(3rd Point in the Agenda)
I will discuss the preliminary results of the first phase of the Lima Commitment Follow-up and Implementation Mechanism. To do that, I think that in our discussion certain general issues need to be highlighted.
Corruption is a transnational threat that undermines democratic governance and erodes social contracts and the rule of law. This scourge exacerbates poverty and inequality, and is one of the biggest obstacles to meeting our citizens’ demands. According to the World Bank, approximately 5% of global GDP – that is, around $2.6 billion – is lost every year through corruption. That figure is ten times the overall funding earmarked for development assistance.

While our region does have a strong international and inter-American legal and policy framework in place for preventing and fighting corruption, the gap between that framework and its implementation poses, perhaps, one of the main challenges facing our countries’ efforts to fight this scourge.
Every anti-corruption initiative requires firm political will, an effective and comprehensive system, and a well-defined roadmap. Fighting corruption furthermore calls for qualified officials who behave ethically; and a greater degree of transparency and integrity at all levels of the state – thus the importance of our countries being engaged with tools and initiatives like the Lima Commitment Follow-up and Implementation Mechanism. We are therefore pleased to report that, during the first phase of recording progress – which started last January – there were 24 participants: 16 states and 8 JSWG institutions.

From the information recorded, it can be concluded that the region has made “intermediate” level progress in implementing the mandates on anti-bribery measures, responsibility of the judiciary, and cooperation among financial institutions. Similar progress is also in evidence as regards measures related to penalties for public officials linked to acts of corruption.
Even so, the Hemisphere is recording “preliminary” progress in terms of private sector involvement in fighting corruption and in transparency, accountability mechanisms, procurement, and public works.

It should also be noted that most of the technical assistance needs identified by the states had to do with institutional strengthening related to democratic governance, followed by transparency, access to information, whistleblower protection, and human rights, including freedom of expression.
The states also got an opportunity to share successful experiences they have had with preventing and fighting corruption. The Summits Secretariat collected their initiatives in a Database of Good Practices and Regional Capacities, in phase 2 of the Lima Commitment Follow-up and Implementation Mechanism.  

Based on all this information, which is to be published shortly on the VIII Summit of the Americas website, cooperation initiatives will be promoted among the states and between them and the international and regional organizations in the JSWG. Ultimately, the aim is to cooperate on the common goal of preventing and combating corruption in the Americas.

I will now yield the floor to Ambassador José Manuel Boza, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, for him to present the details of the progress recorded by the states on each pillar of the Lima Commitment. 
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